[The role of free fatty acids in the formation of cholelith].
Free fatty acids of bile were determined by gas chromatography in 57 patients with and without cholelithiasis. The results showed that 1. The percentage of free palmitic acid in total lipid was significantly higher in gallbladder stone group (0.38%) and duct stone group (0.32%) than that in control group (0.07%), P less than 0.05. 2. The percentage of free stearic acid and arachidonic acid was significantly higher in gallbladder stone group (0.08%, 0.09%) than that in control group (0.01%, 0.02%), P less than 0.05. Authors believed that the changes were related to the formation of fatty acid calcium in the stones and the oversecretion of prostaglandin in gallbladder.